
19 May 2008
SHARKS RUN WARRIORS CLOSE 
Cornish Sharks played last year’s divisional champions the South Wales Warriors at their new home ground at Sully near Barry Island.  On a windy, cloudy day both teams got locked into a defensive battle of some magnitude.  The first half ended 0-0 with the Sharks defence the more dominant, holding the Warriors potent offence in check.  The second half started and again the Sharks set the tone and marched the ball 80 yards down field with a balanced offence of passing and runs.  The Sharks tried to punch it in and on the fourth down called the field goal unit who scored the first field goal of the game to put the Sharks 3-0 up.

Over the next quarter the possession went to and fro as both defences turned the screws on their opponents.  It was still 3-0 into the fourth quarter.  As the final quarter started the Sharks went for another field goal which went wide to the right.  This was one of four missed field goals by the Sharks during the game.  On the next two possessions, the Sharks offence moved the ball to the Warriors 20 yard line and two passes into the end zone for certain touch downs were dropped.  More points missed.  Late in the fourth quarter, the Warriors punted the ball which the wind caught.  The ball bounced and hit a Sharks player on the 10 yard line and the Warriors recovered the ball in the Sharks 10.  The Sharks defence held the Warriors offence for 3 of the 4 downs but on the fourth down a quarterback sneak up the middle from two yards out gave the Warriors a touch down.  The extra point was good bringing the score to 7-3 to the Warriors.

With two minutes to go Wales ran the clock out and the Sharks were left regretting their missed opportunities.
Coach Smallworth said “I always knew this would be a hard hitting game and it wasn’t disappointing.  We travelled to Wales with a number of key players missing from the squad. in fact the entire secondary had to work that day so I had to make adjustments with the players available to cover the loss.  This affected our running game as all the running backs played secondary on the day as well as offence.  Of course everyone was disappointed in the result but sometimes when lady luck is not on your side, that’s how it goes.  We know that when we are at home, we will have every player available which will make us a lot stronger than we have been on the away games.  I am looking forward to the rematch to many of the teams we have already played this season as the results, I am sure, will be different.  We now have six training sessions to get ready for our next game at home in early June against the Reading Renegades where we will make all the adjustments to ensure we don’t miss so many opportunities.”

Ends

For further information or electronic/hard copies of photographs, please contact Brian Smallworth, Head Coach on 07786370980 or email bjscoach@yahoo.com or Sharon Walker, Marketing & Fundraising on 07789484817 or email s.walker@innisrhia.eclipse.co.uk.
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